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(54) Htle: SMOKE CONTROL SYSTEM FOR SHIPS 


(57) Abstract 

A smoke control system for ships with at least two sec- 
tions (22, 23), isolated from each other by bulkheads and decks. 
The system includes at least one fan unit (17; 18), air distribu- 
tors (20, 21) for supply of fresh-air respective evacuation of con- 
sumed air from said sections, ducts (24) that connect the fan un- 
it and the air distributors with each other and at least one fire 
detector (13) arranged in each section. A release of state of alert 
via a supervision unit (10) selectively generates a forced flue gas 
extraction from one or several sections in the ship and increases 
selectively the atmospheric pressure in other sections. The 
smoke control system includes extra, normally inactive exhaust- 
ing points (25) for flue gas, arranged individually or in groups 
within each section which are selectively possible to activate via 
the supervision unit (10). The ordinary air conditioning system's 
flow and pressure in the exhaust air duct are reversed by detec- 
tion of a state of fire. Flow and pressure in the intake air duct 
are kept at such levels so that spreading of smoke through them 
is prevented, from one accommodation to another. 
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SMOKE CONTROL SYSTEM FOR SHIPS 

TECHNICAL AREA 

5 The present invention refers to a smoke control system for 
ships with at least two, by bulkheads ^nd decks, from each 
other isolated sections, which system includes at least one fan 
unit, air distributors for supply of fresh-air respective 
evacuation of consumed air from said sections, ducts that 
10 connect the fan unit and the distributors with each other and 
at least one fire detector arranged in each section. The 
invention also includes a procedure for fire-fighting on board 
ships • 

15 BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

A fire on board a passenger ship often causes that many people 
are exposed to mortal danger. Unless the seat of fire can be 
fought immediately in a successful way, large quantities of 
poisonous and hot smoke will be produced. Evacuation of 

20 passenger must take place very quick and effective, so that 
they will not be injured by the smoke. 

On board a passenger ship, 158 people were killed in 1989 in 
a fire. Almost all these people were killed due to inhalation 
25 of hot, toxic gas. This gas makes it difficult to find 
evacuation ways and also makes the attempts to reach and fight 
the seat of fire more difficult. 

The progress in the area of fire safety on board ships move in 
30 direction of making the sprinkler systems more effective, so 
that these better manage to fight a fire. 

However, fires occur that are the works of incendiaries on 
board passenger ships. In such cases there is a risk that the 
35 sprinkler nozzles near the fire are sabotaged. If the fire is 
produced by means of an inflammable liquid, the sprinkler 
system's capacity to put out the fire is also reduced. 
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THE TECHNICAL PROBLEM 

The purpose of the present invention is to provide a control 
system that actively can prevent the spreading of combustion 
gases in ships. 

5 

THE SOLUTION 

For this purpose the device according to the invention is 
characterized by means for selective generation of a forced 
flue gas extraction from one or several sections in the ship, 

10 and means for an selective increase of the atmospheric pressure 
in other sections* The procedure according to the invention is 
characterized in that the ordinary air conditioning system f s 
flow and pressure in exhaust air ducts are reversed by 
detection of a state of fire, and that flow and pressure in the 

15 intake air ducts are kept at such levels so that spreading of 
smoke through them, from one accommodation to another, is 
prevented. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
20 The invention will be described hereinafter with reference to 
an embodiment that is shown in the enclosed drawings, wherein 

Fig. 1 shows schematically, in block form, a smoke 

control system according to the invention, 
25 Fig. 2 and 3 show schematically a passenger ship's dividing 

into different smoke protection zones and the 
use of the control system at two different 
state of fire, and 
Fig. 4 shows in perspective a section through a 

30 passenger ship with a smoke control system 

according to the invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENT 

Fig. 1 shows the systems that are parts of a smoke control 
35 system according to the invention, that are supervised by an 
control unit, by means of a display 10 or control panel 
located, e.g. at the captain's bridge. 
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The sub-systems are divided into two main groups 11, 12, of 
which the first-mentioned may comprise fire detectors 13, 
sprinkler systems/alarm sirens 14, fireproof doors 15 and smoke 
hatches 16, which different sub- systems are normally used for 
5 detection of presence of fire and to minimize the damages from 
a fire. The other group may include flue gas resistant high- 
capacity fans 17, air conditioning units 18, mechanical 
ventilation 19, fire- and fluorohalocarbon resin ("Halon" ) 
dampers 20 and remote-controlled ventilation distributors 21 
10 for supply of fresh-air respective evacuation of consumed air. 

The air conditioning units are connected to the ventilation 
distributors 20, 21 via separate ducts for intake- and exhaust 
air. 

15 

In its most simple form the smoke control system may include 
the supervision unit 10, the fire detectors 13, the air 
conditioning units 18 and the air distributors 20, 21. Thereby 
the air conditioning units must be provided with protective 

20 agents, so that they can resist the hot flue gases during the 
duration of the fire. These protective agents can for instance 
include means for injection of a refrigerant, e.g. water or 
intake of cold air for cooling through air flushing. Besides, 
heat resistant isolated cables should be used for feeding of 

25 electric current and for signal cables. 

In case of fire, this smoke control system is controlled (see 
Fig. 2 and 3) in such a way that the air conditioning units is 
made to draw air out from the fire protection zone in which the 

30 presence of fire has been detected, in Fig. 2 it is in the 
engine room 22 of the ship, so that a negative pressure arises 
in this fire protection zone. At the same time the ventilation 
system in the remaining parts of the ship is short-circuited, 
so that intake air is supplied both via the intake air duct and 

35 the exhaust air duct. Hereby a positive pressure arises in the 
remaining parts of the ship and the smoke is prevented from 
being transmitted further from the zone on fire via the 
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ventilation system to the remaining parts of the passenger 
ship. 

Fig. 3 illustrates how a continuous fire in a cabin in another 
5 part of the ship, e.g. cabin 23, influences the operation 
control of the ventilation system. 

The invention is shown in its most advantageous form with 
reference to Fig. 4. In this embodiment of the invention the 

10 ship has been provided with separate duct systems 24 for 
evacuation of flue gases. These ducts reach from the damper 
provided air distributor 25 up to the special high-speed fans 
26, encased against heat, for forced extraction of hot flue 
gases. The ducts 24 extends in the main parallel with the air 

15 conditioning units' 18 Intake air- and exhaust air ducts 27a 
respective 27b, via the next to the stairwell 28 provided 
vertical trunks 29 to each cabin deck, and to the endings of 
the passages 30 that connects two nearby stairwells 
horizontally. 

20 

In case of fire this smoke control system is controlled so that 
the ventilation system is short-circuited, so that intake air 
is supplied both through the intake air duct 27a and the 
exhaust air duct 27b to other parts of the ship, i.e. also 
25 specially to the zone on fire. At the same time, a negative 
pressure is generated only in this section by means of the 
high-speed fans 26. 

The ducts 24 can also partly be formed of the vertical trunks 
30 29, which simplifies the draw of ducts. 

To prevent introduction of smoke from the zone on fire into 
the stairwell, the stairwell 28 is at the same time put under 
positive pressure by the ventilation system. 

35 

Through use of the invention in passenger ships, will it be 
possible to use the fir proof doors for evacuation of people 
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and for fire fighting, i.e. the fireproof doors do not need to 
be locked. 

The invention is not limited to the above described 
5 embodiments, instead more variants are conceivable within the 
scoop of the following claims. 
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CLAIMS 


10 


1. Smoke control system for ships with at least two, by 
bulkheads and decks, from each other isolated sections (22, 
23), which system includes at least one fan unit (17; 18), air 
distributors ( 20 , 21 ) for supply of fresh-air respective 
evacuation of consumed air from said sections, ducts (24) that 
connect the fan unit and the air distributors with each other 
and at least one fire detector (13) arranged in each section, 
that by release of state of alert via a supervision unit (10) 
selectively generates a forced flue gas extraction from one or 
several sections in the ship and selectively increases the 
atmospheric pressure in other sections, 
15 characterized in, 

that the smoke control system includes additional, normally 
inactive evacuation points (25) for flue gas, arranged 
individual or in groups within each section and selectively 
possible to activate via the supervision unit (10). 


20 


25 


30 


2. Control system according to claim 1, 
characterized i n, 

that the fan unit (17; 18) includes means for injection of a 
refrigerant on the fan's intake side. 

3, Control system according to claim 1 or 2, 
characterized in, 

that the supervision unit (10) communicates with at least one 
flue gas resistant high-capacity fan (17), with mechanical 
ventilation (18, 19) and with controllable air distributors 
(20, 21). 


4. Control system according to any of claims 1-3 , 

characterized in, 
35 that the supervision unit (10) communicates with in the ship 
arranged fire detectors (13), sprinkler system (14), alarm 
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sirens, releasable fireproof doors (15) and smoke hatches (16). 

5. Procedure for fire- fighting on board ships with at least 
two, by bulkheads and decks, from each other isolated sections 

5 (22, 23), which ship is provided with a ventilation system 
comprising at least one fan unit (17, 18) and air distributors 
(20, 21), which normally are used for supply of fresh-air 
respective evacuation of consumed air from said sections, and 
ducts (24, 27) that connect the fan unit and the air 

10 distributors with each other, whereby the atmospheric pressure 
is partly reduced through forced flue gas extraction from the 
section(s) where the fire has got a grip, and partly is 
increased in at least the nearest surrounding sections, 
characterized in, 

15 that the ordinary air conditioning system's flow and pressure 
in the exhaust air duct (27b) is reversed by detection of a 
fire, and that flow and pressure in the intake air duct (27a) 
are kept at such levels so that spreading of smoke through 
them is prevented, from one accommodation to another. 

20 

6. Procedure according to claim 5, 
characterized in, 

that normally inactive exhausting points (25), possible to 
select individually or in groups, is activated for forcing 
25 extraction of flue gases from the section(s) the fire has got 
a grip of. 
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